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Speech of Mr John Hargreaves MLA 

 formerly  

ACT Minister for Multicultural Affairs 

 

40th Anniversary Celebration 

International Organisation of the Francophonie 

 

25
th

 March 2010 

 

Acknowledge  

 

His Excellency Daniel Woker Ambassador of Switzerland 

 

Je voudrais reconnaitre les propriétaires originales de ce terrain, les peuples 

Ngunnawal.  Je voudrais reconnaitre aussi leurs anciens, du présent et du 

passe. 
 
Je suis un étudiant de français, donc je suis ravi d’y être aujourd’hui.  Je 
vais faire la plupart de mon discours en anglais, mais je trouve la langue 
française mélodieuse et très sympa à entendre. 
 
Grace à l’Alliance Française, j’ai l’opportunité d’apprendre le français. Je 
voudrais remercier mon professeur Virginie. 
 
Je note qu’une autre personne  étudie de l’Alliance Française, Lachlan.  
Bonjour Lachlan. 
 
Il y a aussi Andrew Hunter, un cher ami à moi, qui travaille pour Madame 
Mary Porter MLA.  Bonjour Andrew ! 

 

I am delighted to be here with you today to mark the 40
th

 anniversary of the 

International Organisation of the Francophonie. 

 

I am particularly pleased to be here among our friends from the diplomatic 

missions of the member states of the International Organisation of the 

Francophonie present in Canberra as well as with the students and teachers 

from Telopea Park School. 

 

It is truly a remarkable achievement that one organisation - the International 

Organisation of the Francophonie -  that represents one language and a set of 

universal values shared by so many across the globe, can become stronger and 

more important on the world stage as time passes. 
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For 40 years, Francophonie has been active in areas ranging from language and 

culture to human rights and from education and development, and more 

recently climate change. 

 

The International Organisation of the Francophonie represents one of the 

biggest linguistic zones in the world.   

 

French is the 9
th

 most widely spoken language in the world.   

 

It is the 3
rd

 most widely used language on the Web.   

 

The French language is an official language in 32 of the 56 member States of 

the International Organisation of the Francophonie. 

 

Over 800 million people, among them over 200 million native French speakers 

in five continents and 56 member States, from the most prosperous to the 

most deprived, share the French language and values.   

 

The International Organisation of the Francophonie brings many voices and 

many perspectives to bear.   

 

There are serious challenges for the Organsiation to address on behalf of 

French speakers across the world and to develop solutions in a constructive 

and successful collaboration between member States. 

 

But it is not all serious work. 

 

March is traditionally the Francophonie celebration month all over the world – 

where the richness and diversity of the French language and culture is 

celebrated in all its glory.   

 

At this time of the year, all of the world’s French accents are heard loud and 

clear. 

 

As a long term Canberra resident and Francophile I am pleased that during the 

past little while I have been able to indulge in all that is French right here in our 

city - on our doorstep. 

 

Canberrans and many thousands of other Australians have been awestruck by 

the most extraordinary exhibition ever to be held in Australia – 112 post 
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impressionist works from one of the great museums of 19
th

 century art in Paris 

currently being presented at the National Gallery of Australia.   

 

Following yet another very successful National Multicultural Festival in early 

February this year, Bonjour Canberra – a French-themed week – took place in 

the centre of our city with artistic and musical performances, including French 

Jazz, and French foods.  It attracted many locals as well as visitors alike. 

 

We consider ourselves very fortunate (even spoilt) with the range of high 

quality French art and culture that has been showcased here in our city over 

the past little while. 

 

But it is the permanent structures that we have in place to transfer the French 

language – the greatest asset of them all - to the next generation that I am 

most proud of here in Canberra. 

 

Telopea Park School founded in 1923 is the only bi-national school in Canberra 

following an agreement signed with the French government in 1983.  And it is 

the only high school in the ACT to be part of the International Baccalaureate 

Middle Years Program having gained membership of the International 

Baccalaureate in 2006. 

 

The ACT Government is proud of the achievements of Telopea Park School 

over the years in its role in teaching one of the world’s most important 

languages to the next generation.  It is truly one of the most well respected 

and valued educational institutions in our city. 

 

Another valued institution in our city is the French Australia Childcare and 

Preschool that has been located at the Red Hill Primary School since 1977 and 

caters for 132 children. 

 

The Chief Minister has announced that the ACT Government will, in principle, 

construct a childcare and pre-school building for sub-lease by the French 

Australia Childcare and Preschool in the near future.   

 

I am very happy for this opportunity today to meet with you all and to tell you 

how much I appreciate the work done by our host today, Your Excellency 

Daniel Woker the Ambassador of Switzerland, and big thank you to his 

hardworking  team for organising this event to mark the 40
th

 anniversary of the 

International Organisation of the Francophonie. 
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I also appreciate the great work undertaken by the teachers and support staff 

at Telopea High School and thank you for your commitment to the beautiful 

French language that you share with so many students.   

I hope you all enjoy the celebrations today as we mark the 40
th

 anniversary of 

the International Organisation of the Francophonie. 

 

Vous voulez venir me parler en français après les discours sont finis, soyez 

sympa et ne parlez pas trop vite, et soyez respectueux de mon âge. 

 

 

END 


