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Constant traveller 

• French. 

• In Australia. 
 

• Relatively recent arrival to Australia (February 2015). 

• Left France over 10 years ago. 
 

• In the meantime: 

• Ireland, for about 8 years. 

• Japan, for 3.5 years. 
 

• Former President of Sciencescope, the Society for 

French-speaking researchers and students in Japan. 

“FRAN-compatible” 



French researcher in Japan/Australia 

• Out of your comfort zone: 

• Language (more so in Japan than in Australia). 

• Different funding sources (as opposed to Ireland, where you target 

some of the same calls than in France: FP7, Horizon2020, etc.). 

 

• Geographical isolation: 

• From France, obviously. 

• Often from other researchers as well: 

• Leaders in your field (likely in North America or Europe). 

• Past collaborators. 

• Other French researchers in the country. 

 

• There is a need for structured networking. 



Sciencescope 

• Sciencescope: “association des étudiants et chercheurs 

francophones au Japon”. 
 

• Non-profit organisation (“Loi 1901”). 
 

• Created in 1993, formally established in its current form in 

August 1997. 
 

• Currently about 30 paying members, but a few hundreds 

members in the overall network. 
 

• A number of activities each year. 



Activities 

• Scientific meetings (in French): 

• “Journées Francophones de la Recherche” 

• Taking place in Tokyo. Every year since 1997. 

• Organised in collaboration with CNRS, French Embassy and others. 

• No specific research theme. 
 

• “Rencontres Scientifiques Francophones de Tokyo” 

• Organised with “Maison Franco-Japonaise” (or 日仏会館, Nichi-Futsu 

kaikan), an association created in 1924(!) to promote cultural and 

scientific exchanges between France and Japan. 

• Usually focused on a specific research theme. 
 

• “Rencontres Scientifiques Francophones de Kyoto” 

• Same thing, but in Kyoto. 

• Organised with “Institut Franco-Japonais de Kyoto”. 



Activities (2) 

• Networking (online and in real life). 
 

• Practical information about moving to (and from) Japan, 
studying in Japan, etc. 
 

• Information about funding agencies, funding calls (partly in 
collaboration with Euraxess). 

 

• Job alerts. 
 

• Social activities. 
 

• Collaboration with the Embassy and the Consulate during 
official visits or events. 
 

• Founding member of OLES (“Organisme Local d’Entraide et de 
Solidarité”). 



Budget 

• Usually around €5,000 per year. 

 

• Mostly coming from Embassy funding: 

• About €3,000 from the Science and Technology services. 

• About €1,000 from the Cultural services. 

• These are ear-marked specifically for the annual JFR. 

 

• Paying members: ¥2,000 per year and per member (€15). 



Challenges 

• Finding the researchers (most are not registered with the 

Consulate, for instance). 

 

• Low number of paying members (despite wider interest in 

our activities). 

 

• Dependence on Embassy support. 

 

• High turnover on the board. 

 

• Geographical dispersion. 

Similar 

challenges 

for FRAN 

Solutions might exist 



An Australian Sciencescope? 

• This may or may not be a good goal for FRAN. 
 

• If we go in that direction, I would have a few recommendations: 
 

• Very low membership fee. 

• It is more sustainable to have 100 members paying $10 per year than to 

have 20 members paying $50. 

• Paying members are more active than simple followers. 
 

• Diverse board: 

• EMCR vs. more senior academics (enthusiasm vs. influence?). 

• Gender ratio. 

• Geographical representation. Ideally one member for all/most of the capital 

cities. 
 

• At least one board member from the Embassy. 



Thanks! 


