
NUCLEAR POWER, A PILLAR OF FRANCE’S 
ENERGY POLICY 

Nuclear power, a pillar of France’s energy strategy 

Germany has decided to shut down all its nuclear power plants by 2022. 

� Germany’s decision of 30 May last is the outcome of a debate launched in 2002 by the government 
of Gerhard Schröder, which decided on a phased withdrawal from nuclear energy and the 
shutdown of its 17 reactors over the period to 2020. 

� In 2010, Germany was producing 17 % of its electricity using renewable energy sources. 
Nuclear power still accounts today for 24% of its production of electricity. 

� While France respects Germany’s sovereign decision, it nevertheless does not share its 
views in this area. 

� It should be remembered that this is a choice that will not be free of consequences. Germany will 
inevitably be obliged to find ways of compensating for the lost production, including by using 
fossil energies such as gas, oil and coal. These will entail a need for imports and therefore 
ultimately dependence on outside sources of supply. It is a choice that will also inevitably lead to 
higher energy prices. 

What are the consequences of this decision for France? 

� Germany’s decisions are not without their consequences for France and for Europe: Germany will 
be producing less electricity in the short term, will have less surplus energy to export, especially 
during “peak” periods, and will be importing more throughout the year, including from France. 

� In order to assess the consequences in the short term of Germany’s decision, the Minister for 
Energy, Eric Besson has announced the holding of an energy sector meeting on 9 June next. 

In France, nuclear continues to be a central pillar of its energy policy. 

� This choice by France is not ideological; it is strategic. This is a choice made possible by the 
decisions of General de Gaulle after the Second World War. The strategic decision to opt for 
nuclear as a central pillar of our energy mix was taken in 1974 following the oil crisis: in a context 
marked by significant rises in energy prices, France wished to achieve independence for its 
electricity supplies and avoid dependence on fossil fuels (coal, fuel oil and gas) the reserves of 
which must inevitably decline. It is a choice that is more relevant than ever in the present 
context. It was underpinned by a consensus that has never been questioned by any government 
since. 

� The nuclear industry provides France with the following: 

- Energy independence for 78% of the electricity consumed.  

- Electricity that is less expensive than for our European neighbours. 

- Compliance with our commitments to reductions in greenhouse gas emissions made in 
Kyoto and reiterated in Copenhagen with our global partners. 

- The nuclear industry provides 100,000 direct jobs across the country and 100,000 indirect 
jobs linked to the general industrial fabric. 
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Safety, a non-negotiable condition to be met by nuclear energy 

Safety, the imperative condition for development of nuclear power. 

� It is the conviction of France and the countries on its borders that the future of civilian nuclear 
power must involve ever-higher standards of safety. 

� Following the serious accident in Fukushima, France has requested an audit by the French 
Nuclear Safety Authority (ASN). It will thus be submitting all its civilian nuclear facilities to testing to 
include simulations of events based on feedback on Japan’s experience. 

� France will draw all the necessary conclusions from that audit. The President of the French 
Republic has affirmed that if the audit reveals any weakness in a power plant, it will be closed down 
immediately. 

� In addition, on 17 May last the Prime Minister, François Fillon, asked the Cour des Comptes, the 
French national court of accounts, to carry out an expert evaluation of the costs of the nuclear 
sector. The Court is expected to report in January 2012. 

Nuclear safety must also involve international cooperation. 

� France and its G8 partners affirmed on 26-27 May last their intention to put very high level 
regulations on nuclear safety in place applicable to all countries wishing to use civilian nuclear 
power. 

� At France’s initiative, a ministerial seminar is to be held on 7 June in Paris by the Minister for 
the Environment. This event will aim to step up cooperation on nuclear safety and take the 
conclusions of the G8 Summit further. The task will also be to prepare for the IAEA meeting on 20-
24 June in Vienna. 

� In addition, the European Union decided on 25 March last to organise “stress tests” for the 143 
reactors that make up the European nuclear base. This testing will take into consideration 
cumulative seismic and flood risks to draw all the necessary lessons from the Fukushima tragedy. 

An increasingly diversified energy policy 

France is also developing renewable energy. 

� France’s policy is to use nuclear and renewable energy. 

� The “Grenelle” public consultation process on the environment and our commitments at European 
level require the achievement by 2020 of 23% of gross final energy consumption in France from 
renewable sources. Particular effort is required from the energy industry with a doubling of 
renewables between 2005 and 2020. 

� Over the last four years, we have multiplied by a factor of 20 electricity production from wind 
power in France and photovoltaic solar production by a factor of 50 over the last two years. A 
plan for the development of wind power off France’s coasts was announced in January 2011: last 
month’s call for tenders is for the construction of 3000MW, which amounts to half our target for 
2020. 

� France is thus going down the road of energy diversification, and this will bring with it economic 
development, innovation and jobs. In 2020, 27% of our electricity will come from renewable 
sources (15% in 2010) and they will represent 34% of installed capacity. 
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