
France's digital economy minister Fleur Pellerin lauds NBN

FRANCE'S digital economy minister Fleur Pellerin has endorsed Labor's $37.4 billion National Broadband Network,
describing it as the "best long-term technology" for high speed broadband rollouts.

Ms Pellerin said that although politicians and the electorate of France were having the same debate as Australians on how best
to finance and roll out broadband networks, the French government had chosen a similar approach to the fibre network being
built by NBN Co.

"We are in exactly the same process at present in France because the President had committed in the presidential campaign to
deploy the very high speed broadband on our territory in the next 10 years. So we are facing the same challenges as you do in
terms of financing and in terms of technology," she said.

"We have also made the choice of the fibre optic to the home because we think it's the best and the most sustainable solution to
bring quality, very high speed broadband to the people."

Ms Pellerin made the comments during the Sydney signing ceremony between NBN Co and French company Arianespace,
which is being paid $300 million to launch two broadband satellites in 2015.

The satellites will be used to provide the 3 per cent of rural and regional Australians - about 200,000 premises - outside of the
reach of the NBN's wireless and fibre footprint with download speeds of up to 25mbps. Users on the fibre portion of the
network will be able to use download speeds in excess of 100mbps.

The two satellites are being built by US company Loral Space for $620m.

The signing of the satellite contract follows comments by Opposition communications spokesman Malcolm Turnbull, who
recently told the NBN Co to keep its contracts with vendors and construction companies "flexible" in preparation for a
potential change of government in September.

The signing also comes as Telstra chief David Thodey told The Australian that it would not renegotiate the $11bn of net
present value it expects to reap from its deals with the NBN Co and government for the use of its pits and pipes and the
decommissioning of its copper network.

However, Mr Thodey said the telco would be open to discussing changes to the technological choice and rollout methods of
the massive infrastructure project.
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